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LISTING OF CIAIMS 

1. (canceled) 



2. (currently amended) A method of managing workload within 
a wms according to claim 6 . claim 1 , further comprising, 
when said analyzing step indicates that there is a priority 
execution indicator, said W5MS setting its own execution 
priority for VtmS internal processing to the execution 
priority specified according to said priority execution 
indicator . 

3. (original) A method of managing workload within a WFMS 
according to claim 2, further comprising, when said 
analyzing step indicates that there is a priority execution 
indicator, setting the priority of one or more messages 
relating to the processing of said activity are set to the 
execution priority specified according to said priority 
execution indicator . 

4. (canceled) 
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5. (currently amended) A method of managing workload 
within a WFMS according to claim 6 claim — 4-, further 
comprising, when said analyzing step indicates that there is 
a priority execution specification for said activity, 
assigning the priority execution indicator of said priority 
execution specification of said activity to said activity. 

6. (currently amended) A computerized method of managing 

workload within a Vims aocording fe« olgim <^ 

Workflow-Manaqement-Svst em (WFMS) said method being 
exegutable by said WFMS on at l^ast one computer Rvst.:»Ti^ , 
wherein said WFMS comprises a process model, said procpss 
model comprising one o r more activities being th^ nodes of 

^ — arbitrary graph. and directed edges of said graph 

defining a potential co ntrol flow within said process model. 
said meth od comprising the steps of: 

analyzing said process model to determine if a priority 
execution indicator is assianftd to one of said one or more 

activities — within said pro cess model; and wherein sairt 

process model is furth er analvy.ed to determine if therp is ^ 
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Eriority executi on specification associated with said 

activity. 



when said analyzi ng step indicates that there is a 

priority executio n indicator for an activity, said WFMS 

launching executio n of said activity with an execution 

priority specified acc ording to said priority execution 
indicator; and 



further coitipriaing^ when there is no priority execution 
specification of said activity, analyzing for a priority 
execution specification of a performance sphere comprising 
said activity, said performance sphere comprising a 
sub-graph of said process model associating a process 
execution indicator to activities within said performance 
sphere . 



7. (original) A method of managing workload within a WFMS 
according to claim 6, further comprising, when a priority 
execution specification of said performance sphere is 
located, assigning the priority execution indicator of said 
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priority execution specification of said performance sphere 
to said activity. 

8. (original) A method of managing workload within a WFMS 
according to claim 6, further comprising, when a priority 
execution specification is not located for said performance 
sphere, analyzing said process model for a priority 
execution specification associated with said process model 
and assigning the priority execution indicator of said 
priority execution specification of said process model to 
said activity. 



9. {currently amended) A method of managing workload within 
a WEMS according to claim 6 claim 1 , wherein said activity 
requires a specific execution-environment and wherein said 
launching further comprises mapping said priority execution 
indicator to a value based on said activity's specific 
execution environment. 



10. (previously presented) A method of managing workload 
within a WHMS according to claim 2, wherein said activity 
requires a specific execution-environment and wherein said 
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launching further comprises mapping said priority execution 
indicator to a value in accordance to said WFMS's specific 
execution-environment , 

11* (previously presented) A method of managing workload 
within a WFMS according to claim 3, wherein said one or more 
messages are communicated along a communication-system and 
wherein said launching further comprises mapping said 
priority execution indicator to a value in accordance to 
said communication-system. 

12. (original) A method of managing workload within a WFMS 
according to claim 3, said launching further comprises said 
WF:ms launching execution of said activity directly by 
calling said activity with said execution priority. 

13. (original) A method of managing workload within a WFMS 
according to claim 3, wherein said launching further 
comprises said WFMS launching execution of said activity 
indirectly by sending said activity a message set to said 
execution priority and said activity being responsive by 
setting its execution priority accordingly. 
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14. (currently amended) A data processing program for 
execution in a data processing system comprising software 
code portions for performing a method for managing workload 
within a Workf low-Management-System (WiMS) said method being 
executable by said WEMS on at least one computer system, 
wherein said WEMS comprises a process model, said process 
model comprising one or more activities being the nodes of 
an arbitrary graph, and directed edges of said graph 
defining a potential control flow within said process model, 
said method comprising the steps of : 

analyzing said process model to determine if a priority 
execution indicator is assigned to one of said one or more 
activities within said process model-/ — aR^ wherein sairl 
process model is further ana lyzed to determine If therp i « ^ 

prior:^t :S£ — execution specificati on associated wii-h ««iH 

activitVf 

when said analyzing step indicates that there is a 
priority execution indicator for an activity, said wms 
launching execution of said activity with an execution 
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priority specified according to said priority execution 
indi cator ; and 

wh^n there is no priority exf^f^ ution specification of 

activity, analyzing for a r^rioritv «>v^^.n-4^^ 

specification — of a — performanc e sohpr^ comprif^ina said 
activity, said performanc e sphere comprising a sub-araph of 
gaid process modwl associating a pro c ess exerrution irxrii n^rr^r- 
to activities within said p erformance sphere . 

15. (currently amended) A program storage device readable 
by machine, tangibly embodying a program of instructions 
executable by the machine for performing method steps for 
managing workload within a Workf low-Management-System (WBMS) 
said method being executable by said WJMS on at least one 
computer system, wherein said WBMS comprises a process 
model, said process model comprising one or more activities 
being the nodes of an arbitrary graph, and directed edges of 
said graph defining a potential control flow within said 
process model, said method comprising the steps of: 
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analyzing said process model to determine if a priority 
execution indicator is assigned to one of said one or more 
activities within said process models, — wherein sairt 
process model is further analy zed to dPl-^rmine if <-here i.s ^ 
priprity — exec^tion — specificati on asc^nni ated with «^-.h 
activity. 

when said analyzing step indicates that there is a 
priority execution indicator for an activity, said WEMS 
launching execution of said activity with an execution 
priority specified according to said priority execution 
indicato r; and 

when there is no priority execution sneni fi cation nf 

activity, analyzing for a priority «.x^r-M<- i ^r, 

. specification of a performanre snherp comprisinrr ^^ir^ 
activity, said performannp spher*> f- o mprisinff a sub-aranh 
said process model associating a process execution indicator 
to activities wit-hin said n erformanf^e sphere . 
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16. (currently amended) A system for managing workload in a 
computer system comprising: 

a Workflow-Management-System (WEMS) on at least one 
computer in said system, said WFMS comprises a process 
model, said process model comprising one or more activities 
being the nodes of an arbitrary graph, and directed edges of 
said graph defining a potential control flow within said 
process model; 

at least one processor component for analyzing said 
process model to determine if a priority execution indicator 
is assigned to one of said one or more activities within 
said process model-^ — aftd- wherein said oroness model is 

further — ^T>^;i,vzed — determine if t:hf»re is a priority 

execution specification as sociatPd with said activity. 

an activity launching component for causing said WFMS 
to launch execution of said activity, when said analyzing 
step indicates that there is a priority execution indicator 
for an activity, said WEMS launching execution of said 
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s 



activity with an execution priority specified according to 
said priority execution indicatori_and 



wh^n there is m nriorit v pxftcution specif icatipn of 
^vd activii-Y- said ^t least one procpssor component 
;.n;.lvzina for a pr iority execution sp^rri fi cation of a 

r.>.rfnrmance sphere comprising said activity, said 

performance sphere romprisin a a sub-araph of said process 

nindel asspr-i ^^tina a process execution indicator to. 

activities within said p erformance sphere. 
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